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The analyses of a vast number of proteins from almost every conceivable source have shown that all proteins
are composed of “standard” amino acids. Not every protein contains all types of amino acids,
but most proteins contain most, if not all, of the ’ types. The common amino acids are known as o-amino
acids because they have a primary amino group (-NH,) as a substituent of the o, carbon atom, the carbon next
to the carboxylic acid group (-COOH). The sole exception is , which has a secondary amino group
(-NH-), although for uniformity we will refer to as an o-amino acid. 4

(Fundamentals of Biochemistry: Life at the Molecular Level, 5th edition, Wiley & ¥ H4dy, —iBak%y)
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