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Giant viruses enter the host by attachment to the host cell envelope followed either by endocytosis uptake (part
a) or membrane fusion after capsid opening (part b). Giant virus transcription is then initiated in the cytoplasm
or viral factory (part ¢c; purple arrow) or the host nucleus (part d; green arrow). In the periphery of the
cytoplasmic viral factory, genome replication and assembly of new virions then occurs (part €) or newly
synthesized virions are scattered in a large cytoplasmic viral factory (part f). Finally, virions are released after
host cell lysis (part g), fusion of virion-containing vacuoles with host cell membrane (part h) or exocytosis of

membrane-bound virions (part i). Small coloured circles indicate viral genome and viral proteins.
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